


November 24, 2009
Honorable Jeffrey D. Klein

Member of Senate

Capitol Room 427

Albany, NY 12247

Honorable Ann-Margaret Carrozza

Member of Assembly

331 Legislative Office Building

Albany, NY 12248

Re:
Retired Public Employees Health Benefits Protection Bill


S.5543 / A. 7060

Dear Senator Klein and Assemblymember Carrozza:


On behalf of over 40,000 members of the Retired Public Employees Association, I am writing to express our support for your bills, S.5543 / A. 7060, which would protect the health insurance benefits of all public employee retirees.


Essentially, these bills would prohibit public employers from diminishing the health insurance benefits or contributions toward health insurance benefits provided to their retirees and their dependents below the level of benefits or contributions for health insurance coverage made on behalf of active employees as of May 1, 2010.  Such protection could not diminish the terms of a collective bargaining agreement, nor would it require a public employer which does not provide health insurance benefits to retirees and their dependents to offer such benefits.


For the last eight continuous years, at least, bills offering similar protection have been passed by the Legislature, but have been vetoed by three different Governors.  We appreciate your sponsorship of these bills in continuing the struggle for the rights of those who gave their life’s work and sacrificed higher salaries to earn health insurance coverage for themselves and their families during retirement.

The Retired Public Employees Association urges your passage of these bills.









Sincerely yours,









Stanley Winter









President

Cc:
Alliance of Public Retiree Organizations
